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Commander's Message
Comrades, Auxiliary,
Family and supporters,
 
Happy New Year!! A
year that was full of ups
and downs, highs and
lows, laughter and tears!
A year like we just had
has one word that best
describes VFW Post
9578 in 2023; and that is
‘Perseverance’! We overcame 2 burglaries
that could have kept us down but they
didn’t. We overcame negative words
among our own membership and some
leaders that could have kept us down, but
which only made us stronger. We came
together as a unit when we lost some dear
friends and Post leaders Jack Gauthier
and Carl Silva.

We were able to see veterans begin
healing from wounds they have held onto
since Vietnam after going on the Honor
Flight and seeing a positive change in their
life and attitude before sadly passing away
(Dean Spooner).

We have had volunteers step up and do
things for this Post that would have cost us
large amounts of money; and if you need

Upcoming Post Events
See what's happening this month on our

Facebook page! Please click this link:

  

Quartermaster's
Message

As promised last
month, the following
“Qualifications of a
Post Quartermaster” is
from the
Quartermaster’s
Guide (2019 - 2020).

(It’s worth noting that these stringent
requirements are probably why it is difficult
for VFW posts to find qualified people with
accounting experience to fill the
Quartermaster position.)

“A major factor in the success or failure of a
Post is the ability and efficiency of the
Quartermaster. The National Bylaws are
more explicit on the duties of the Post
Quartermaster than those for any other
office. The Quartermaster is the custodian
of the money and property of the Post, the
guardian of its finances and the keeper of
the financial records. The Quartermaster
also plays an important role in collecting
and processing dues.

The Quartermaster is meant to be, and
must be, more than a bookkeeper,
although maintaining adequate financial
records is very important. The
Quartermaster generally knows more
about the Post than any other individual
and MUST BE dependable, honest and
capable.

In Post meetings, The Chaplain prays that
we may “live lives of stainless integrity”.

This petition applies to all Post Officers,
but especially the Post Quartermaster.

http://www.facebook.com/AlpineVFW9578/


proof, walk out on the deck and see the
change and enjoy the view. If you still need
proof, look at the bench and picnic table in
the smoking area.

We all are in a position to either live in the
past and let it hold us down or grow from
the obstacles that were meant to constrain
us, but ended up pushing us to be better.

In 2024, I ask you to be a part of the
progress, not the obstacle. Be a part of the
solution, not the distraction. If you are in a
leadership position, you need to be present
at the Post on more than just meeting days
or give your position to someone else that
wants to be here and desires to see this
place grow.

When you look at the names on the wall in
front of Bert Fuller Post 9578, you
shouldn’t just see only names when you
look at it. You should see the reason we all
need to be here as members and as
leaders and as veterans. They should be
the reason we strive to be better in all of
our actions and words. When I say “words”,
I am not just talking about what you say
when you are here at the Post, but also
(what you think we don’t see) when you
hide behind your computer and become a
“keyboard warrior”.

I look forward to starting 2024 on a high
note and look forward to continuing to
serve our members, auxiliary, family and
the community of Alpine. We have a
chance to make a positive impact within
our community and beyond. The question
is: can I count on you to join us in this
journey?

Again, Happy New Year to you and your
family, and I hope you have a healthy and
prosperous 2024.

If you need to reach out to me, please call
me at (858) 729-3911. I am here for you -
the Veterans, the Auxiliary, our families
and the community of Alpine!

God bless you and God bless the United
States of America!

John
Post Commander
John Sullivan

You must keep an accurate account of your
stewardship. You must be everything the
finest VFW character should be and with it
all...be the hardest worker in the Post.”

I will continually strive to serve our VFW
Post 9578 to the best of my ability; thanks
for your confidence and support.

Theo
Post Quartermaster
Theo Bazdorf

House
Committee
Message
Comrades,

We started installing
the deck plexiglass in
November, and we
have finished
installing the plexiglass. We still have some
remaining trim work to do.
We also had our Post painted by The
Painting Company. They did a great job
on our Post. They did all the painting at
cost, which saved us almost $18,000. I just
wanted to give the company a special
thanks for giving us such a great deal, and
also doing a great job.
I want to give a special thanks to all of our
volunteers and staff who made our
Christmas Day meal a success.
I also want to put out a special thanks to
James and Sherry for providing karaoke to
make our New Year's Eve celebration such
a success.
We are still looking for more members to
attend our General Meetings to help us
with our decisions.

We also need our members to step up and
volunteer so that we can continue to have
a great post and serve our veterans and
the Alpine community.
Please come out and attend our members
General Meeting held at 11 a.m.
Saturday January 13th at the Post. Your
input and feedback on post operations is
welcome.
The House Committee will meet at 10
a.m. Saturday January 13th at the Post
May God bless America, and our troops.

Neal
Post 9578 House Committee Chair
Neal Zeitler



Chaplain's
Message

Greetings to all and a
Happy New (LEAP)
Year! I pray that you
and yours have enjoyed
and will a prosperous,
happy and safe New
Year while experiencing
every milestone along
the way.
The first day of the New Year is by far one
of the most celebrated holidays. Also, you
might want to consider making a few
personal resolutions for the New Year. As
the days get shorter and the temperature
gets colder, we could all use a few extra
reasons to celebrate in January.
First of all, we can thank  the Romans,
specifically Julius Caesar why our
calendar begins in January. The Roman
annual calendar used to begin in March, in
honor of Mars, the god of war. Not
everyone was on board at first, and many
European countries operated with different
calendars until Pope Gregory XIII modified
the Julian calendar in 1582.
The month of January is dedicated to the
Holy Name of Jesus, which is celebrated
on January 3. Epiphany, commonly known
as Three Kings' Day in the United States,
is on January 6. It celebrates the three wise
men's visit to baby Jesus. Matthew 2:1–
2 has it that they came "from the east" to
worship the "king of the Jews". The gospel
never mentions the number of Magi. Still,
most western Christian denominations
have traditionally assumed them to have
been three in number, based on the
statement that they brought three
gifts. Later versions of the story identified
the Magi by name and identified their lands
of origin: Melchior hailed from Persia,
Gaspar (also called "Caspar" or "Jasper")
from India, and Balthazar from Arabia.
Also, on January 16 we honor Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., the Baptist minister,
activist, and hero of the civil rights

Auxiliary
President's
Message
 
I hope this
message finds
you well and
relaxing after a
wonderful
holiday. 

Please remember that the Post will be
hosting a New Year's Eve Party on
Sunday, Dec 31st. .
Our next meeting will be held at 10 a.m.,
Saturday, Jan 6th. Please plan on
attending as we will be discussing more
ideas for potential fund raisers for the
year.  

There will be no "Burgers with a View"
on Jan 6th as we don’t have any
volunteers to assist with it.

Here is the contact email for the Auxiliary:
AlpineVFWAuxiliary9578@gmail.com
Also, I can be reached at (619)  540-6204.

Kindest regards,

Nancy
Post 9578 Auxiliary President
Nancy Hauer
 
A great way for members of the Alpine
community to support their Bert Fuller
VFW Post 9578 is to join the post auxiliary.
Check the Auxiliary Facebook page for
details; click on this link:
VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary

Auxiliary
Chaplain's

https://www.facebook.com/bertfuller.vfwpost/


movement. Take some time to learn about
Dr. King’s life, talk to family, friends and
children in your life about the importance of
his work as a civil rights leader, and reflect
on all of his contributions to our society. 
If you enjoy a daily festivity, January is the
month for you. There's a reason to
celebrate all 31 days of January. Look to
discover an event calendar for you to view,
participate, or how to achieve and enjoy
accordingly. The New Year is bound to
offer a journey of travel into our wonderful
world of natural beauty and wonder. Our
country has a wide selection of
extraordinary destinations that captivates
the senses and leaves us awestruck. I pray
that you may continue you enjoy life without
interruptions, safe travels and Blessings to
everyone.
This month’s Bible verse:

Psalm 65:11
"You crown the year with your goodness;
your paths overflow with rich food."
God always wants our future to be bright,
and His intention is to surround us with
abundance and blessing. Have faith in that
intention as you go forth into this New
Year.

Blessings,

Fred
Post 9578 Chaplain
Fred Rivera

Information for Vietnam Veterans

Visit the VA's support page for veterans
who served in the Vietnam war and are
experiencing health issues:

MyHealthEVet

Special Notice regarding
Post Events, Meals

The prices displayed on various Post flyers
and menus and also in this newsletter are
subject to change without advance notice.
Thank you for your understanding.

Message

Please think about your
place in this world of
ours in 2024. We need
more love, more
involvement, and more
kindness. It starts with
YOU!

1.  Unity: Those challenges aren’t going to
get solved if we don’t come together as a
planet.

2.  Tolerance: If we are to come together,
we have to learn how to work with people
who may be very different to us.

3.  Understanding: People are
complicated balls of thought, emotion, and
act. When they do something that gets on
your nerves or upsets you, the first step is
to try to understand why they did what they
did. Most people are facing struggles on a
daily basis – you just aren’t aware of most
of them.

4.  Compassion: When we see someone
suffering – even if we are not aware of the
cause of that suffering, we should show our
heartfelt concern for that person.

5.  Forgiveness: We all do things that we
later come to regret. Often, those things
can hurt others in some way. But
forgiveness is not given easily in this day
and age. This comes back to the
understanding and compassion above.

6.  Kindness: There are countless people
suffering right now. There are many more
who have experienced a misfortune
recently – perhaps right in front of your
eyes. Will you walk on by on the other side
of the road, or will you be the Good
Samaritan and show kindness to those in
need? The world needs a lot more
kindness.

7.  Hope: We can make a better future.
That is the underlying message of hope.

8.  Community: We are not islands
isolated from one another by vast oceans.
We are connected in ways that most of us
can’t imagine.

9.   Action: There are challenges out there
that aren’t going to solve themselves. They
need action – real action – if they are to be
overcome. 

10. You: Yes, the world needs more of

https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/web/myhealthevet/ss20190325-vietnam-war-veterans-health-issues


you. It needs you to be an active
participant in life. From unity to
compassion, from kindness to
community… and especially in action.
There is no “I” in world. The world needs
YOU!

(This was a partial article written by David
L. Parker News & Reports.)

Wishing you an energetic yet calm and
happy 2024.

With peace and love, gratitude, and thanks,

Jan
Post 9578 Auxiliary Chaplain
Jan Bazdorf

Canteen
Manager's
Message
 
Happy New Year to all
our Post members and
guests. I'd like to thank
our bartenders for a
wonderful job last year
and this coming year.

Our Post has the most beautiful sunsets.
Come up and enjoy. Thank you to all who
support our Post.

Kimberly
Canteen / Entertainment Manager
Kimberly Rivera



Important Notice for all Post Members,
Auxiliary, invited guests and Visitors:

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 is a Drug-
Free Zone. If drugs are used on our Post's
property, it will put our ABC liquor license in
jeopardy, as well as our Post charter with
the National VFW.

Please report any violations of drug use on
Post property immediately to a Post
officer. Law enforcement will be contacted
and the offender will be subject to criminal
and legal consequences. Offenders will
lose their Post privileges and not be
allowed on Post property in the future.

Post Members Meetings - 2nd Saturday

10 a.m. House Committee

11 a.m. General Meeting

Auxiliary Meetings - 1st Saturday/Month

10 a.m. Auxiliary

Contacting the Post

Phone: (619) 445-6040
Fax: (619) 445-8740
eMail: VFW9578cmd@gmail.com

Newsletter Submissions

Items for consideration may be emailed to

John.P.Sullivan1@gmail.com



VFW Post Officers & Trustees

John Sullivan - Commander
Richard Simmons - Sr Vice Commander
Neal Zeitler - Jr Vice Commander
Theo Bazdorf - Quartermaster
Fred Rivera - Chaplain
John Rizzo - Adjutant
Jim Bilka - Judge Advocate
Rick Walsh - Service Officer

Fred Rivera - 1st Year Trustee
Rich Martindell - 2nd Year Trustee
James Abercrombie - 3rd Year Trustee

Contact: (858) 729-3911
or mailed to the post at:

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
Attention: John Sullivan

844 Tavern Road
Alpine, CA 91901

Please note: newsletter submission
deadline is the 25th of the prior month.

VFW Post 9578 Hours of Operation

(Subject to change without advance notice -
call Post at (619) 445-6040 for details)

The Post will observe the following
business hours:

Sundays: 9 a.m. - close
Mondays: 11 a.m. - close
Tuesdays: 11 a.m. - close
Wednesdays: 11 a.m. - close
Thursdays: 11 a.m. - close
Fridays: 11 a.m. - close
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - close

Note: the Post closing time is dependent
upon attendance and varies per day.

If you have questions on the guidelines
please call the Post at (619) 445-6040.

FYI for Post Members:

House Committee meetings are held
every second Saturday of the month at

10 a.m.

Post Member meetings are held every
second Saturday of the month at 11 a.m.

Auxiliary Member meetings are held on
the first Saturday of the month at 10 a.m.

Show your pride in our Post by letting
people know you are a member of our
VFW Post 9578 and invite them to enjoy
the meals and events!

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578

Mission Statement:

·       To foster camaraderie among United
States veterans of overseas conflicts
·       To serve our veterans, the military and
our communities
·       To advocate on behalf of all veterans
 



Auxiliary Officers

Nancy Hauer - President  
Jeanne Pate - Senior Vice
Jamye Pritchett Solorzano -
JrVice           
Jan Bazdorf - Chaplain
Pat Alston Aldrich - Treasurer 
Erika Simmons - Secretary        
Vikki Hemmen - Conductress
Sven Ricketts - Guard        

Bob Bealo - Trustee #1
Olivia Wilkinson - Trustee #2  
Sherry Wheeler - Trustee #3

House Committee

Neal Zeitler - Chairperson
Dan Focht - Member
Joel Murillo - Member
Richard Simmons - Member
John Rizzo - Member

Canteen / Entertainment

Kimberly Rivera - Canteen Manager
Sandy Curry - Canteen Assistant Manager

Volunteer Bartenders

Christie Kurtz
Darla Beery
Dani Caton
Katie Sharp
Leta Keyes
Sandy Curry

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Vision is
to ensure that:

·       Veterans are respected for their
service
·       Always receive their earned
entitlements
·       Are recognized for the sacrifices they
and their loved ones have made on behalf
of this great country

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Core
Values:

·       Always put the interests of our
members first
·       Treat donors as partners in our cause
·       Promote patriotism
·       Honor military service
·       Ensure the care of veterans and their
families
·       Serve our communities
·       Promote a positive image of the VFW
·       Respect the diversity of veteran
opinions

 
Our Newsletter Supporters

AAA Southern CA (619) 644-5128
Elyse Lobaugh

Alpine Artistic Florist  (619) 445-7974
Jamie Lewis
www.alpineartisticflorist.net

Alpine Dentistry (619) 445-8896
Jonar R. Bonifacio DDS Dr. "B"
Alpine Dentistry

Accurate Land Surveys (619) 445-0110
Rob Russell

Alpine Computer & Tutor (619) 277-7858

http://www.alpineartisticflorist.net
http://www.alpinedentistry.com


Duncan Marks

Bisher's Quality Meats  (760) 789-1488
Dan Bisher
https://weareramona.com/listing/bishers-
quality-meats-ramona/

California Bank & Trust (619) 445-9321
Kellye Murphy

California Signs & Marketing (619) 258-2001
California Signs & Marketing

Clayco Solar Services (619) 971-2799
Clay Mauldin

Copy Corral  (619) 562-3660
Julie Walker
www.lakesidecopy.com

East County Karate  (619) 627-4850
Nathan Morton
http://ecmartialart.com

Kamps Propane  (619) 390-6304
Richard Edwords
www.kampspropane.com

Keller Williams  (619) 301-2301
Doris Fifer

Off The Hook Mobile Detailing (619) 760-5021
Jake Evans

On Line Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Roger Garay & Christy Kohl (619) 445-5523
www.olbts.com

Pet/House Sitting (619) 820-1827
Vikki Hemmen

Primary Residential Mortgage  (619) 722-1303
Chris Wiley
www.alpineprmi.com

Regional Elite Plumbing (619) 722-1049
Mike Putnam

Minister, First Nation Church (619) 890-8436
Theodore Alan Bazdorf

Three T RV  (619) 444-0047
Tim Tracey
www.3trv.com

https://weareramona.com/listing/bishers-quality-meats-ramona/
http://www.calsigns.net
http://www.lakesidecopy.com
http://ecmartialart.com
http://www.kampspropane.com
http://www.olbts.com
http://www.alpineprmi.com
http://www.3trv.com
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