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Commander's Message
Hello again Comrades,

I hope the month of
August left you in good
health and happiness. As
we move into September,
we have various events
lined up! On September
5th, the Post Auxiliary is
putting on another one of
those famous Alpine VFW Post BBQs.
There will be live music, raffles, and (not to
mention!), great food!! Please come out if
you can and support our Auxiliary brothers
and sisters and also get to know your local
veterans.

On Monday, September 6th, several Post
officers as well as myself will be at Barron’s
Market, selling buddy poppies and recruiting
new members. Stop by our table and say hi.

Regarding bar etiquette: when visiting our
Post Canteen, please remember that our
bartender staff are volunteers serving
members and guests, and that there should
never be any disrespect aimed towards
them at any time. Language at the bar: it
has been brought up that persons are using
foul language/cursing. You will be asked
once and only once to watch your language.

Upcoming Post Events
See what's happening this month on our
Facebook page! Please click this link:

 ​
Quartermaster's Report
The planning for our
October 9th Post Annual
Deep Pit BBQ is
underway. Last year was
the first time in recent
memory that we did not
hold the event. Last
year's event was
cancelled due to the SD
County Covid-19 health regulations. This
year's event will have a big crowd, so be
sure to get your Annual Deep Pit BBQ
tickets as soon as they go on sale! Advance
tickets are $20; tickets at the door will be
$25.

I have been working closely with Post
House Committee Chair John Rizzo on
the new deck construction, and also we are
looking at the future repairs and new
improvements to your Post.

The future survival of the VFW depends on
our ability to attract new members and
make sure we retain our present members
as well. Please make an effort to identify
eligible veterans and then just give
us those names. We will make the
presentation regarding the value of
membership to our Post and the VFW.

We welcome all suggestions and comments
on our operation of the Post and how we
can make it a better, more functional, and
your thoughts for future growth.

Please make every effort to attend our Post
General Meeting at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
September 11. Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome. We need
our members' active participation to improve
the operations of the Post.

http://www.facebook.com/AlpineVFW9578/


Again, respect the bartenders, members
and guests around you. I hope you
understand.

Lastly, mark your calendars!! The Deep Pit
BBQ is back and we will be ready to go on
Saturday, October 9th! Tell your family and
friends, and come and have an amazing
time and enjoy wonderful food, prizes and
live entertainment. Let’s all have a great
month this September. Please never
hesitate to reach out to me if needed.

Please come out to the Post for our General
Meeting at 11 a.m. Saturday, September
11th. Attend the meeting to have your say
in the operations and future of VFW Bert
Fuller Post 9578.

If you need me reach out, please call me at
(858) 729-3911. I am here for you - the
veterans, the auxiliary, our families and the
community of Alpine!

Until next time,

​John
Post Commander
John Sullivan

Special Notice regarding
​Post Events, Meals

The prices displayed on various Post flyers
and menus and also in this newsletter are

Please remember that I am always available
24/7 to assist you in any way possible in my
capacity as Post Quartermaster.
​Carl
Quartermaster
Carl Silva ​

House
Committee
Report
Comrades:

I hope everyone is
well. August was a
pretty good month for
the Post. We distributed complimentary
drink tokens to Post members who are
Korean War Veterans when they visited the
Post.

Purple Heart veterans  receive one free
drink per day. If you received a Purple
Heart or are a Korean War Veteran, please
bring in a copy of your DD-214 so we can
add you to the distribution list.
 
We passed inspection on the concrete
swale located along the top of the brick wall
downstairs; and we filled in the cracks
between the rocks to help prevent failure of
the wall in the future. Project cost: $3,600. 

We are still waiting on the contractor to start
the deck extension in the old BBQ area. We
are working on plans for the access ramp.
 
We are now getting bids on the parking lot
area to pave the area from which we
removed the rocks and to also coat the rest
of the parking area. This will include several
more handicap parking spots and striping.
 
We are still working on receiving bids for the
new security system to replace our current
system which is outdated with failing
cameras. We have one bid for $20,000
which will cover all the blinds spots with
overlapping coverage and features a 30-day
storage and 30-minute battery back up.
 
Some of our members (and guests) have
been using foul language when in the Post
Canteen. We all need to keep ourselves
and others in check if foul language is used. 

Also, please do not use your cell phone
while at the bar; no one wants to overhear
your conversation! Be considerate of others



subject to change without advance notice.
Thank you for your understanding.

Chaplain's
Message

Saturday, September
11, 2021 marks the
20th anniversary of the
terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center in
New York City and the
Pentagon in
Washington, DC.  

On September 11, 2002, the first “Patriot
Day” was proclaimed by President George
W. Bush to solemnly commemorate these
events.

Also, since 1998, National POW/MIA
Recognition Day has been observed on the
third Friday in September (the 17th this
year), and is most associated with those
who were prisoners of war or missing in
action during the Vietnam War. As the 20-
year war in Afghanistan is ending for our
U.S. troops, it’s appropriate that we now
pray for all those who still may be held
captive by our enemies.

Heavenly Father, we pray for soldiers and
civilians who are being held in captivity all
over this world -- those we know about and
those hidden from view. Only you, Lord, can
bring the good news to the poor, and
proclaim freedom to the captives. Please
give us the courage to seek justice for those
being detained unjustly. AMEN.

Life member U.S. Marine Corps veteran
Frank Lo Cicero passed away on 9 July at
age 93. We’ve not been able to reach any of
Frank’s family members, and no services
have been planned at this time. May he rest
in peace.

O God of mercy, peace, and love, we
remember before you in this moment our
fellow veteran Frank Lo Cicero. We recall
with gratitude and respect all that he stood
for in this life. Help us to live in the
companionship of his spirit. May we be kind
to the friends and family he loved; devoted
to the community in which he lived; and
loyal to the causes which he served. Thus,
in our lives and hearts, may Frank live on,
to our great comfort, to the betterment of
your creation, and to the furthering of your
most holy will. AMEN.

Theo

and leave the bar to take/make calls. That is
a posted House Rule that needs to be
observed at all times.
 
We have a Sunday September 5th Labor
Day event planned; it will be put on by the
Post Auxiliary. Check in the Canteen for
details. 

Our Annual Deep Pit BBQ is on for
Saturday, October 9th. We will need help
with digging out the pit, prepping the meat to
go into the pit and setup. We will also need
volunteer help serving and for clean
up. Tickets will be on sale shortly. We will
have auction items as well as whatever
meats are left over, always good stuff.  
 
I would like to encourage everyone to attend
the Post membership meetings; if you have
an issue, bring it up in the meeting, which it
will make it easier to resolve. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns for
the House Committee, please bring them
to the 11 a.m. General Meeting held on the
second Saturday of each month and we will
be happy to hear them.
 
God Bless and look forward to seeing you at
the Post.
  
John
House Committee Chair
John Rizzo

Auxiliary
President's
Message

Happy September!
I hope that everyone is
having an amazing start
to fall. We have had a lot
of changes in our Post
Auxiliary leadership as we grow our team,
making us stronger to support the Post and
our veterans. I would like to congratulate
Margaret Horde who will be serving as our
Treasurer, Erika Simmons who will be
serving as our Secretary and Brenda Rizzo
who will be serving as our Trustee Year 2
for the end of the 2021 - 2022 term. Thank
you to these individuals for their dedication
and for stepping up to the task. 
 
We are looking forward to another great
event on Labor Day put on by the Post
Auxiliary. We will be ready for a great
celebration with food by JR, live music,



Post 9578 Chaplain
Theodore Bazdorf

National POW/MIA Recognition Day

National POW/MIA Recognition Day  was
established in 1979 through a proclamation
signed by President Jimmy Carter. Since
then, each subsequent president has issued
an annual proclamation commemorating the
third Friday in September as National
POW/MIA Recognition Day.

A national-level ceremony is held on every
National POW/MIA Recognition Day .
Traditionally held at the Pentagon, it
features members from each branch of
military service and participation from high-
ranking officials. In addition to the national-
level ceremony, observances of National
POW/MIA Recognition Day are held
across the country on military installations,
ships at sea, state capitols, schools and
veterans' facilities.

No matter where they are held, these
National POW/MIA Recognition Day
ceremonies share the common purpose of
honoring those who were held captive and
returned, as well as those who remain
missing.

dancing, and fun with the many supporters
of Post 9578. We look forward to seeing
many of you down at the Post for this
wonderful event. 
 
As a first responder, this is a memorable
month for our community as we remember
the 20th anniversary of 9/11. In order to
celebrate those that keep our community
safe, the auxiliary will be providing food to
many teams of first responders that
day. Please help us and support our first
responders in any way possible. Also, never
forget those who made the ultimate sacrifice
on that tragic day. 
 
The Post Auxiliary is having a blast hosting
Burgers with a View  every Saturday from
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Thank you for all the
volunteers that have helped us raise money
at these events. If you would like to sign up
to help cook burgers, please let me know or
sign up at the Post Canteen.
 
We as a team look forward to supporting
the Post and veterans in the months
coming up. We have big plans and can’t
wait to share them with you all. Happy
September everyone!
 
Please attend the VFW Post Auxiliary
Meeting held at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
September 4 at the Post.
 
Yours in Service,

Michael
Post 9578 Auxiliary President
Michael Charles Buxton
 
A great way for members of the Alpine
community to support their Bert Fuller VFW
Post 9578 is to join the post auxiliary.
Check the Auxiliary Facebook page for
details; click on this link:
VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary

Auxiliary Chaplain's
Message

You may have regrets in
your life - but - you will
never regret being kind!
 
Kindness goes beyond
merely being nice. Think
about it - would you
prefer people to
describe you as being "kind" or "nice"?
There can be a lack of sincerity in just being
nice; there is often a perception of just
doing the minimum. Whereas being kind is

https://www.facebook.com/bertfuller.vfwpost/


Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
"Fulfilling Our Nation's Promise"

Post September Saturday Night
Entertainment - Open To The Public

VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary Hosts
Labor Day Celebration

VFW Post 9578 Hours of Operation

The Post will observe the following business
hours:

Sundays: 9 a.m. - close
Mondays: 11 a.m. - close
Tuesdays: 11 a.m. - close
Wednesdays: 11 a.m. - close
Thursdays: 11 a.m. - close
Fridays: 11 a.m. - close

doing intentional, voluntary acts of
kindness. Not only when it’s easy to be kind,
but also when it’s hard to be. It seems today
that kind people are an endangered
species.
 
“I don’t know whether they’ve gone, or
they’ve just gone silent, but the net result is
that we have too many wounds and not
enough healers. Our demand is far
exceeding our supply right now.”  
-- John Pavlovitz.

Kindness is a type of behavior marked by
acts of generosity, consideration, or concern
for others, without expecting praise or
reward in return. Kindness was one of the
main topics in the Bible. Kindness involves
making a choice! What makes someone
truly kind is that they keep choosing to be
kind. Even if it means having to sacrifice.

In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 4:32, he
has this to say about kindness:

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you.”
 
While in another letter to the Colossians
3:12, Paul wrote:

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience.”
 
And don’t forget yourself – you deserve
kindness too! Being kind shouldn’t be
reserved only for others. My challenge to
you is: go and spread kindness near and
far, starting with yourself!

In peace, love & kindness,

Jan
Post 9578 Auxiliary Chaplain
Jan Bazdorf

Canteen
Manager's



Saturdays: 9 a.m. - close

Note: the Post closing time is dependent
upon attendance and varies per day.

Please please do your best to comply with
state and county guidelines at all times and
do not, under any circumstances, attend
a Post activity or event if you or a
member of your family unit are
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms.

If you have questions on the guidelines
please call the Post at (619) 445-6040.

Support Your Post -
Attend Regularly to Enjoy

The Camaraderie, Games &
​Live Entertainment!

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578

Mission Statement:

·       To foster camaraderie among United
States veterans of overseas conflicts
·       To serve our veterans, the military and
our communities
·       To advocate on behalf of all veterans
 
VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Vision is
to ensure that:

Message
 
The September Raffle
Basket will be raffled off
on Sunday, September
5. FYI, the Raffle
Basket tickets are sold
for $1 donation each and
six (6) tickets for $5
donation.

For Post Raffle Basket and 50/50 tickets:
please put your name and contact number
on all tickets that you purchase since you do
not have to be "present" to win!

Come out and enjoy indoor and/or outdoor
dining on our beautiful Patio with its great
scenic views.

Kimberley
Canteen / Entertainment Manager
Kimberley Rivera



·       Veterans are respected for their service
·       Always receive their earned
entitlements
·       Are recognized for the sacrifices they
and their loved ones have made on behalf of
this great country
 
VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Core
Values:

·       Always put the interests of our
members first
·       Treat donors as partners in our cause
·       Promote patriotism
·       Honor military service
·       Ensure the care of veterans and their
families
·       Serve our communities
·       Promote a positive image of the VFW
·       Respect the diversity of veteran
opinions

Post Officers & Trustees

John Sullivan - Commander
Allisen Earls -Senior Vice Commander
Sean Lynch - Junior Vice Commander
Carl Silva - Quartermaster
Theo Bazdorf - Assistant Quartermaster
Theo Bazdorf - Chaplain
Allisen Earls - Adjutant
Jim Bilka - Judge Advocate
John Rizzo - Service Officer
John Rizzo - Surgeon

Dan Focht - 1st Year Trustee
Charlie Roders - 2nd Year Trustee
James Abercrombie - 3rd Year Trustee

Auxiliary Officers

Michael Buxton - President  
Nancy Hauer - Senior VP
Ed Molloy - Junior VP           
Jan Bazdorf - Chaplain
Margaret Horde - Treasurer 
Erika Simmons - Secretary        
Vikki Hemmen - Conductress
Sven Ricketts - Guard        
Pat Alston Aldrich - Trustee #1
Brenda Rizzo - Trustee #2   
Darren Pyle - Trustee #3

House Committee

John Rizzo - Chairperson
Allisen Earls - Member
Richard Simmons - Member
Joel Murillo - Member
Mark Traplay - Member

Canteen / Entertainment

Important Notice for all Post Members,
Auxiliary, invited guests and Visitors:

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 is a Drug-Free
Zone. If drugs are used on our Post's
property, it will put our ABC liquor license in
jeopardy, as well as our Post charter with
the National VFW.

Please report any violations of drug use on
Post property immediately to a Post officer.
Law enforcement will be contacted and the
offender will be subject to criminal and legal
consequences. Offenders will lose their
Post privileges and not be allowed on Post
property in the future.

Post Hours of Operation
(Subject to change without advance notice - call
Post at (619) 445-6040 for details)

Monday - Friday: 11 a.m. to Closing

Lunch Service: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Dinner Service: 5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday: 9 a.m. to Closing

Members Meetings - 2nd Saturday/Month

10 a.m. House Committee

11 a.m. General Meeting

Auxiliary Meetings - 1st Saturday/Month



Kimberley Rivera - Canteen Manager

Volunteer Bartenders

Darla Beery
Dani Caton
Sandy Curry
Julie Kalogiannis
Gigi Lafaver
Jessica McKittrick
Heather Whisnand

10 a.m. Auxiliary

Contacting the Post

Phone: (619) 445-6040
Fax: (619) 445-8740
eMail: csilvasr@aol.com

Newsletter Submissions

Items for consideration may be emailed to
csilvasr@aol.com or mailed to the post at:

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
Attention: Carl Silva

844 Tavern Road
Alpine, CA 91901

Please note: newsletter submission
deadline is the 20th of the prior month.

FYI for Post Members!

House Committee Meetings are held every second Saturday of the month at 10 a.m.

Post Member meetings are held every second Saturday of the month  at 11 a.m.

Show your pride in our Post by letting people know you are a member of our VFW!

Our Newsletter Supporters

Alpine Artistic Florist  (619) 445-7974
Jamie Lewis
www.alpineartisticflorist.net

Alpine Dentistry (619) 445-8896
Jonar R. Bonifacio DDS Dr. "B"
Alpine Dentistry

​Alpine Computer & Tutor (619) 277-7858
Duncan Marks

Bisher's Quality Meats  (760) 789-1488
Dan Bisher
https://weareramona.com/listing/bishers-
quality-meats-ramona/

California Bank & Trust (619) 445-9321
Tammy Keen

California Signs & Marketing (619) 258-2001
California Signs & Marketing

Clayco Solar Services (619) 971-2799
Clay Mauldin

Copy Corral  (619) 562-3660
Julie Walker
www.lakesidecopy.com

http://www.alpineartisticflorist.net
http://www.alpinedentistry.com
https://weareramona.com/listing/bishers-quality-meats-ramona/
http://www.calsigns.net
http://www.lakesidecopy.com


East County Karate  (619) 627-4850
Nathan Morton
http://ecmartialart.com

Kamps Propane  (619) 390-6304
Richard Edwords
www.kampspropane.com

Keller Williams  (619) 301-2301
Doris Fifer

On Line Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Roger Garay & Christy Kohl (619) 445-5523
www.olbts.com

Pet/House Sitting (619) 820-1827
Vikki Hemmen

Primary Residential Mortgage  (619) 722-1303
Chris Wiley
www.alpineprmi.com

Regional Elite Plumbing (619) 722-1049
Mike Putnam

Three T RV  (619) 444-0047
Tim Tracey
www.3trv.com

http://ecmartialart.com
http://www.kampspropane.com
http://www.olbts.com
http://www.alpineprmi.com
http://www.3trv.com








VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
(619) 445-6040

www.vfw9578.com
 ​  ​  ​  ​

http://www.vfw9578.com
http://www.facebook.com/bertfuller.vfwpost/
http://blank

