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Commander's Message
An Important Message for Our

Members & Their Guests

We are awaiting authorization for Post
operations to commence and under what
conditions we will have to adhere to (social
distancing, face masks, etc.) to ensure a
safe operation. Although the Post has been
closed for attendance since March 16th, we
are ready to open when authorized. Post
officers and volunteers are standing watch
to protect our Post. We are continuing
maintenance so that we will be ready to
open quickly and resume serving our
members, auxiliary, their guests and
members of the public who have come to
rely on the Post for quality entertainment,
events and food service.

As soon as we get the okay to resume
operations, we will send out an email
message to everyone on our email list.

Additionally, if you know of any veterans in
the area who may not be members, please
let Carl or I know and we'll sign them up for
membership and put them on the Post
distribution list.

Our Post Officer elections were conducted
electronically in April and the results were:

Upcoming Post Events
See what's happening this month on our
Facebook page! Please click this link:

 ​
Quartermaster's Report
The events over the last six weeks serve as
a reminder to all of us that men and women
cannot control all events in our world.
However, it has been shown that we as
human beings can properly respond to
control what happens in the future.

It was very sad for us to temporarily close
down our Post as it is a place of fellowship,
community and good times. The
Commander and I have made every effort to
maintain the property, handle various
issues, work to clean and keep the post
facilities ready for a quick re-opening once
we receive the all clear.

It is a testament to just how special the Post
is to our members and the Alpine
community as the response from members
volunteering to help, expressing concern
and supporting the post through donations
has been great. We truly appreciate the
wonderful response and will be ready to re-
start operations to serve our members and
their invited guests, along with the Alpine
Community.

The Post currently is in strong financial
condition, but we hope that there will soon
be some light at the end of this very dark
tunnel.

Our elections our now over and we are
making sure that plans for our opening
are in place for what we hope will come by
June.
 
​Carl
Quartermaster
Carl Silva ​

http://www.facebook.com/AlpineVFW9578/


Alpine VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Officers

Commander: Jack Gauthier

Sr. Vice Commander: John Sullivan

Jr. Vice Commander:  Juan Finch

Quartermaster:  Carl Silva

Chaplain:  Theodore Bazdorf

Judge Advocate: Jim Bilka

Trustee 1: Charlie Roders

Service Officer: John Rizzo

House Committee: Allisen Earls, Kerry
Parsons, Fred Rivera, John Rizzo and
John Sullivan.

Additionally the new Adjutant is Bill
Kenner.

I hope everyone is staying safe, following
the health guidelines and limiting exposure.

Jack
Post Commander
Jack Gauthier

Meet Post
Commander

Jack Gauthier

"I decided to join the
Naval Reserves when I
was a young high school
student in my junior
year. That was on
December 2, 1963, the day after my 17th

birthday. I attended Drills in Longview,
Washington, where I lived. During the
summer of 1964, I attended six weeks of
Boot Camp at Treasure Island in San
Francisco. Then I went back to high school
for my senior year. Since I was not the best
of students, I did not have enough credits to
graduate in June of 1965, so I had to repeat
some courses to finish with enough credits. 
So between my first and second senior year
of high school, I was sent to San Diego for
Firefighter and Damage Control school. I
returned to high school to finish my senior
year while in the reserves and also worked
nights at the local drive-in movie theater. I
graduated in June and was called to active
duty on the USS Canberra (named after the
HAMS Canberra that sunk during WWII) in
August and went straight to Vietnam and
served two tours onboard her. I was

Meet Post
Quartermaster

Carl Silva

"When I dropped out of college in 1961, I
realized the draft was coming, so I enlisted
in January of 1962 and completed basic
training at Fort Jackson and advanced
training at Fort Gordon. I was placed with
7th Army 25th Signal Battalion at
Kaiserslautern, West Germany. I went to
German Language school because I knew
my wife was coming to live with the
Germans. In December of 1962, I was
placed on TDY to the MPs to work with law
enforcement. The Status Of Forces
Agreement with Germany gave the German
police more authority. In June 1964, I was
sent to Fort Riley with the 1st Infantry
Division. Later I was sent to Eglin Air
Force base to train for jungle warfare in
order to go to Vietnam. My life plan was to
make a career of the Army. My wife found
out that I would have to re-enlist to go to
Vietnam and told me that I went she wanted
a divorce. My first child was already 2 years
old. I left the Army. I had a successful
business career and retired in 2006.

When visiting San Diego several years ago,
I found a wonderful small town named
Alpine that had a local VFW post that was
looking for a Quartermaster. Alpine is a
great place to live and the Post is my true
love."

Carl Silva

Auxiliary President's Message

Hello to all:

As we have not been able to meet since our
March meeting, we decided to forego the
April meeting and instead we will do a
teleconference for our next scheduled
meeting date, 10 a.m. Saturday, May 2.
 
I previously sent out an e-blast to auxiliary
members regarding the teleconference,
including the phone number, access code
etc. I will update everyone at the end of April
for same, including the minutes of our
March meeting for review.
 



released from Active Duty in August of
1968.

After my Navy tenure, I held several
different jobs. I went into business for
myself; I worked in two different paper
mills; then I went to work as a brakeman on
the Southern Pacific Railroad. I became a
manger and later a General Manager for a
short line railroad called the San Joaquin
Valley RR, from which I retired in January
2007. I moved to Alpine in August of 2012
to be close to family."
Jack Gauthier

Chaplain's Message

In these trying times, please note that
kindness is not a weakness, so please be
kind to your family, friends, neighbors and
fellow veterans, because life can be short.
 
PSALM 1, Verses 1-3: “Happy are they who
have not walked in the counsel of the
wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! Their
delight is in the law of the Lord, and they
meditate on his law day and night. They are
like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that
do not wither; everything they do shall
prosper.”

Auxiliary Life member Vince Roussel,
partner of our Post Canteen Manager
Kimberley Rivera, passed away at age 67
at the Jacobs Medical Center on April 8th
after a long illness. A memorial for Vince will
be held at a later date whenever social
gathering restrictions due to the COVID-19
epidemic are lifted.

O God of mercy, peace, and love, we
remember before you in this moment our
friend Vince Roussel. We recall with
gratitude and respect all that he stood for in
this life. Help us to live in the
companionship of his spirit. May we be kind
to the friends and family he loved; devoted
to the community in which he lived; and
loyal to the causes which he served. Thus,
in our lives and hearts, may Vince live on,
to our great comfort, to the betterment of
your creation, and to the furthering of your
most holy will. AMEN.

And please remember all our fallen veterans
this Memorial Day, Monday 25 May 2020.

Theo
Post 9578 Chaplain
Theodore Bazdorf

The May 2 meeting, albeit 30 minutes or so,
will include nominations and elections for
next year’s line officers to include President,
Sr. VP, Jr. VP, Treasurer, Chaplain,
Conductress, Trustee #1, #2, and #3 along
with Guard (the secretary position is
appointed, not an elected one). Please give
some consideration to any of the positions
listed, so I can take care of the online
installation for the new group, to start at July
2020 meeting, whether via teleconference
or if we are cleared, back at the Post.

Important note: there are several folks
currently serving who have advised that
they will be stepping down from their current
positions and we will need others to step up
to be responsible for filling those openings. 
 
I will also be completing documentation for
the new line officers to submit to our State
of California and National Auxiliary
including updates with the new year term
2020-21.
 
We will also discuss and review 28 names
for our delegates list, pending whether our
California State convention in June is on,
or will be cancelled due to the current
medical situation. A vote by all will be
needed to have the 28 names I have listed
be submitted. This 28 count is based on the
number of members we have who are in
good standing and up to date on their
dues. Once voting has been done, that list
can be submitted with payment to State and
National as well.
 
I am respectfully requesting that everyone
participating please be on the auxiliary
conference call promptly at 10 a.m. on Sat.
May 2. If you need the access information,
please let me know asap so I can get that to
you to join in for discussion. You can email
me at sheliajo9578@cox.net or call/text me
at (619) 990-0536 so I can promptly get the
details to you.
 
Last note: we send our sincere condolences
to Kimberley Rivera and the Roussel
family on the loss of their beloved ‘cowboy’
Vince, who was also an Auxiliary member
with our previous Men’s Aux. He will be
totally missed by all. Draping of the charter
will be done sometime at a future date, once
we are back at the Post.
 
Stay safe and stay at home, let’s save
lives. Talk to you on May 2 at the Auxiliary
teleconference!

Respectfully submitted,

Sheila Jo



Memorial Day is May 25

Memorial Day (previously but now seldom
called "Decoration Day) is a federal
holiday in the United States for honoring
and mourning the military personnel that had
died while serving in the United States
Armed Forces. The holiday is now
observed on the last Monday of May,
Memorial Day having been observed on
May 30 from 1868 to 1970.

Many people visit cemeteries and memorials
on Memorial Day to honor and mourn
those who had died in military service
(please check San Diego County COVID-
19 guidelines before visiting). Many
volunteers place an American flag on each
grave national cemeteries. For more
information, please click on the link:

Wikipedia Memorial Day article

Armed Forces Day is May 16

Among the many military holidays
celebrated each year is Armed Forces Day.
Celebrated the third Saturday in May,
Armed Forces Day falls during Military
Appreciation Month and joins Memorial
Day, Military Spouse Appreciation Day
and Victory in Europe Day (V-E Day) as
another May military-themed holiday.

The History of Armed Forces Day
On Aug. 31, 1949, Defense Secretary
Louis Johnson announced the creation of
an Armed Forces Day to replace separate
Army, Navy and Air Force Days. The
single-day celebration stemmed from the
unification of the armed forces under one
agency -- the Department of Defense.

In a speech announcing the creation of the
day, President Truman "praised the work
of the military services at home and across
the seas." He said, "It is vital to the security
of the nation and to the establishment of a
desirable peace." In an excerpt from the
Presidential Proclamation of Feb. 27,
1950, Truman stated:

"Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 20,
1950, marks the first combined
demonstration by America's defense team
of its progress, under the National Security
Act, toward the goal of readiness for any
eventuality. It is the first parade of
preparedness by the unified forces of our
land, sea, and air defense."
Source: Military.com

Auxiliary President
District 1 Auxiliary Chaplain 2019 - 2020
Sheila Jo Toor-Snyder

A great way for members of the Alpine
community to support their Bert Fuller VFW
Post 9578 is to join the post auxiliary.
Check the Auxiliary Facebook page for
details; click on this link:
VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary

Auxiliary Chaplain's Message

On April 8th we said a final farewell to our
Dear Friend Vince Roussel. There are few
words to comfort Kimberley and all the
loved ones that Vince left behind, but it is
our responsibility to them to say a prayer
and be kind, gentle and understanding.
Although our hearts are broken, Vince’s
journey here on Earth is over and he
entered Heaven to be with his Lord and his
beloved friends and family that were waiting
with open arms to greet him. He is no longer
in pain and he can see the spectacular
splendor of God’s reward to all Mankind.
Bless you, Vince. Smile on us! Adios
Cowboy. “...love from Theo’s Jan”

‘Yet I trust, in the last great round-up,
When the rider shall cut the big herd,
That the cowboys shall be represented
In the earmark and brand of the Lord;
To be shipped to the bright mystic regions
Over there in green pastures to lie,
And led by the crystal still waters,
In that home of the sweet by and by.” -
Jack Thorp
                                
Decoration Day was first observed in the
U.S. on May 5, 1865, with the tradition of
decorating Civil War soldiers' graves with
flowers. The observance date was later
moved to May 30th and included American
graves from World War I and World War II
and became better known as Memorial
Day. In 1971, Congress moved Memorial
Day to the last Monday in May. Raise your
flag high and proud on this Memorial Day,
Monday, May 25, 2020.
 
‘Hear our prayer for all who have died,
whose hearts and hopes are known to you
alone ...
Hear our prayer for those who put the
welfare of others ahead of their own and
give us hearts as generous as theirs ...
Hear our prayer for those who gave their
lives in the service of others, and accept the
gift of their sacrifice ...
Comfort those who grieve the loss of their
loved ones and let your healing be the hope

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Day
https://www.facebook.com/bertfuller.vfwpost/


National Military Spouse
Appreciation Day is May 8

Military spouses are celebrated on the
Friday before Mother’s Day in May. On
Military Spouse Appreciation Day we
honor the contributions and sacrifices made
by military spouses. Their commitment and
support help to keep our country
safe. America’s military spouses are the
backbone of the families who support our
troops during mission, deployment,
reintegration and reset. Military spouses are
silent heroes who are essential to the
strength of the nation, and they serve our
country just like their loved ones.
In celebration of Military Spouse
Appreciation Day, the armed forces have
special events and programs to inform,
honor, and recognize military spouses
around the world. Events range from
spouse appreciation luncheons to
educational workshops, and spouse
employment fairs that pay tribute to military
spouses. Source: MilitaryBenefits.info

May Celebrates the Birth of the
Founder of Modern Nursing

by Jan Bazdorf

British nurse Florence Nightingale

in our hearts...
Hear our prayer this day and in your mercy
answer us in the name of all that is holy.
The peace of God be with you.” - Austin
Fleming

With Peace and Blessings,

Jan
Post 9578 Auxiliary Chaplain
Jan Bazdorf

SD County HSD Recommendations

We urge all to follow the basic steps
recommended by the San Diego County
Health Services Department:

How to protect yourself

Practice everyday preventive actions to help
prevent the spread of respiratory viruses,
including:
·       Wash your hands often with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds. 
·       If soap and water are not available, use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. It should
be at least 60% alcohol.
·       Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and
mouth with unwashed hands.
·       Clean and disinfect frequently
touched objects and surfaces often.
·       Avoid close contact with people who
are sick.
·       If you are sick, stay home and keep
your distance from others to protect them
from getting sick too. 
·       Cover your cough or sneeze with a
tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
·       Practice other good health habits. Get
plenty of sleep, be physically active,
manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids
and eat nutritious food.

April 27th SDC Health Order Update

Starting Monday, April 27, the following will
be allowed in the ocean and bays:
swimming, surfing, paddle boarding and
kayaking. Recreational boating is still
banned. However, each city is responsible
for deciding whether to open its beaches.
Check before visiting. Beach parking lots
need to remain closed.

​Starting May 1, some restrictions will be
relaxed for parks and golf courses if they
can enforce social distancing. Operators of
a park or golf course need to create and
post a plan for how they will do that.
Social distancing and safety templates for

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/h/content/dam/sdc/deh/fhd/food/pdf/publications_covid19en.pdf


(5/12/1820 - 8/13/1910) was born in
Florence, Italy. She volunteered to aid
British troops in Turkey during the Crimean
War, where she improved hospital sanitary
conditions and greatly reduced the death
rate for wounded and sick soldiers. She
received worldwide acclaim for her unselfish
devotion to nursing, contributed to the
development of modern nursing procedures,
and emphasized the dignity of nursing as a
profession for women.

Let us all say a silent prayer, considering
the current situation, for the heroic efforts of
all our nurses, both female and male. Bless
and keep you and your Families and our
heartfelt “Thank you”!
 
“Let me dedicate my life today,
in the care of those who come my way.
Let me touch each one with healing hand,
and the gentle art for which I stand.
And then tonight when the day is done,
Let me rest in peace, If I’ve helped just
one.” - Anonymous

What the SDC Health orders mean
Everyone needs to stay home except
to take care of essential needs or go
to an essential job. 
Practice social distancing. Keep at
least six feet away from other people
unless they’re household members.
Avoid gatherings of any size.
You should wear a face covering
when leaving home. Cloth facial
coverings don’t have to be medical
grade but should cover your nose and
mouth. Homemade masks,
bandanas, scarves and neck gaiters
are OK since you can wash and
reuse them.
It is strongly recommended you stay
home, unless you need medical care,
if:

You are over 65 years old
Have a chronic underlying
health condition
Have a compromised immune
system
Have mild to moderate
symptoms of COVID-19

parks & beaches and golf courses:

If they maintain social distancing:
Parks can reopen parking lots, with
limitations.
Park visitors can sit, lie down, picnic if
they practice social distancing.
Members of a family or household
can play active sports, such as
basketball.

Starting May 1, everyone must wear face
coverings anywhere in public they come
within 6 feet of another person.

What’s been closed?
Dine-in areas of restaurants
Bars and nightclubs.
Gyms and fitness centers
Hair and nail salons
Entertainment venues
Beach and public park parking lots.
Some parks are closed.
Public events and gatherings

What is open?
You need to follow social distancing when
you visit these essential services, including:

Grocery stores, farmers markets,
food banks, convenience stores
Restaurants for take-out, delivery or
drive-through
Pharmacies
Banks
Laundromats/laundry
Hardware/home improvement stores
Airports and public transportation
Childcare (see below)

Essential government services are still
available. Many government agencies have
closed public offices but are offering
services online, over the phone or other
ways.



VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578

Mission Statement:

·       To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts
·       To serve our veterans, the military and our
communities
·       To advocate on behalf of all veterans
 
VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Vision is to
ensure that:

·       Veterans are respected for their service
·       Always receive their earned entitlements
·       Are recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf of this
great country
 
VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Core Values:

·       Always put the interests of our members first
·       Treat donors as partners in our cause
·       Promote patriotism
·       Honor military service
·       Ensure the care of veterans and their
families
·       Serve our communities
·       Promote a positive image of the VFW
·       Respect the diversity of veteran opinions

Post Officers & Trustees

Jack Gauthier, Commander
John Sullivan, Senior Vice Commander
Robert Minton, Junior Vice Commander
Carl Silva, Quartermaster
Theo Bazdorf, Chaplain
Bill Kenner, Adjutant
Jim Bilka, Judge Advocate
John Rizzo, Service Officer
Dave Snyder, Surgeon
Charlie Roders, 1st Year Trustee
James Abercrombie, 2nd Year Trustee
Danny Focht, 3rd Year Trustee

Canteen Manager's Message
 
When we get the okay to commence food &
beverage service operations, please remember
than no outside food is allowed to be brought in
during Post regular meal service. If you have any
questions regarding this, please call the Post at
(619) 445-6040.

Remember that after the Post re-opens, we do a
raffle basket once a month, so I am looking for
donations - if you have anything to donate,
please bring it to the Post. Thank you for helping
our Post!

For Post Raffle and 50/50 tickets: please put your
name and contact number on all Post Raffle and
50/50 tickets that you purchase since you do not
have to be "present" to win!

Kimberley
Canteen / Entertainment Manager
Kimberley Rivera

Important Notice for all Post Members,
Auxiliary and Visitors:

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 is a Drug-Free Zone.
If drugs are used on our Post's property, it will
put our ABC liquor license in jeopardy, as well as
our Post charter with the National VFW.

Please report any violations of drug use on Post
property immediately to a post officer. Law
enforcement will be contacted and the offender
will be subject to criminal and legal
consequences. Offenders will lose their post
privileges and not allowed on Post property in the
future.

Post Hours of Operation (When Re-Opened)

Monday - Friday: 11 a.m. to Closing

Saturday & Sunday: 9 a.m. to Closing



Auxiliary Officers

Sheila Snyder, President
Linda Pipkin, Senior Vice
Jodi McBride, Junior Vice
Bob Bealo, Treasurer
Anna Churgai, Secretary
Jan Bazdorf, Chaplain
Sven Ricketts, Guard
Vikki Hemmen, Conductress
Joel Murillo, 1st Year Trustee
Margaret Horde, 2nd Year Trustee
John Kehrli, 3rd Year Trustee

House Committee

Kerry Parsons, Chairperson
John Sullivan, Member
Bob Bradley, Member
Dan Palen, Member
Fred Rivera, Member

Canteen / Entertainment

Kimberley Rivera, Manager

Volunteer Bartenders

Yvonne Brierley
Holly Campbell
Dani Caton
Sandy Curry
Julie Kalogiannis
Christi Kurtz
Jessica McKittrick
Justin Rodriguez

Members Meetings - 2nd Saturday/Month

10 a.m. House Committee

11 a.m. General Meeting

Auxiliary Meetings - 1st Saturday/Month

10 a.m. Auxiliary

Contacting the Post

Phone: (619) 445-6040
Fax: (619) 445-8740
eMail: csilvasr@aol.com

Newsletter Submissions

Items for consideration may be emailed to
csilvasr@aol.com or mailed to the post at:

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
Attention: Carl Silva.

844 Tavern Road
Alpine, CA 91901

Please note: newsletter submission deadline is
the 20th of the prior month.

Our VFW Newsletter Supporters

Please contact our VFW newsletter supporters
when you need expert, professional assistance
for your personal, home or business needs. They
stand ready to serve you!

Our Newsletter Supporters

Alpine Artistic Florist  (619) 445-7974
Jamie Lewis
www.alpineartisticflorist.net

Alpine Dentistry (619) 445-8896
Jonar R. Bonifacio DDS Dr. "B"
Alpine Dentistry

​Alpine Computer & Tutor (619) 277-7858
Duncan Marks

Bisher's Quality Meats  (760) 789-1488
Dan Bisher
https://weareramona.com/listing/bishers-
quality-meats-ramona/

California Signs & Marketing (619) 258-2001
California Signs & Marketing

Copy Corral  (619) 562-3660
Julie Walker
www.lakesidecopy.com

http://www.alpineartisticflorist.net
http://www.alpinedentistry.com
https://weareramona.com/listing/bishers-quality-meats-ramona/
http://www.calsigns.net
http://www.lakesidecopy.com


East County Karate  (619) 627-4850
Nathan Morton
http://ecmartialart.com

Kamps Propane  (619) 390-6304
Richard Edwords
www.kampspropane.com

Keller Williams  (619) 301-2301
Doris Fifer
On Line Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Roger Garay & Christy Kohl (619) 445-5523
www.olbts.com

Primary Residential Mortgage  (619) 722-1303
Chris Wiley
www.alpineprmi.com

RJR Builders  (619) 861-2938
Vince Roussel

Three T RV  (619) 444-0047
Tim Tracey
www.3trv.com

http://ecmartialart.com
http://www.kampspropane.com
http://www.olbts.com
http://www.alpineprmi.com
http://www.3trv.com










VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
(619) 445-6040

www.vfw9578.com
 ​  ​  ​  ​
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