VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
news & updates
February 2020 Alpine, CA

Upcoming Post Events
See what's happening this month on our
Facebook page! Please click this link:



Quartermaster's Report

Commander's Message
January was a month full of Post events
and happenings. January also marked
the passing of both Post Auxiliary life
member Janice Simmons and our
generous benefactor Tom Dyke. They
will be missed.
Major Post events during the past
month were a big hit among the
attendees and brought to the Post many
people who visited us for the first
time. Hosting these important events
are a wonderful way for us to give back
to our community.
Coming up in March are nominations
for this year's new Post officers. Please
consider participating as a Post officer;
this is your pathway to take an active
role in what happens to the Post and
also help it prepare for the future. April
is another round of Nominations and
then Elections will be held.
The Post urgently needs volunteers to
help with the Color Guard. Please see

The passing of our benefactor and dear
friend Tom Dyke was indeed a very sad
occasion. Without Tom's tremendous
generosity our Post would not have this
wonderful facility. Plans are being formed
for a proper shrine in the near future and to
establish a Tom Dyke Day for the benefit
of Alpine children. Tom taught me a great
deal about business and we always had
very spirited conversations. Although we
did not always agree on some subjects,
Tom always made it clear what was on his
mind. Donations have already been
accepted for the Tom Dyke memorial.
The loss of Post Auxiliary Life Member
Janice Simmons is another great loss that
our Post has suffered recently. Janice was
always ready to volunteer to help the Post
and her great smile and personality will
certainly be missed.
The Post needs volunteers for the Color
Guard to help keep the Guard in service.
We recently lost Pete Cook who relocated
to Arizona and we wish him the best. We
thank him for his service to our Post.
The winter rains slowed down our parking
project progress, but construction will
resume soon. We are looking at adding 25
spaces and have plans to develop even
more parking in the future.
The Alpine Girl Scouts Troop 5248 flag
burning ceremony at our Post was a great

Carl or Theo if interested.
Jack
Post Commander
Jack Gauthier

Alpine Girl Scout Troop
Alpine's very own Girl Scout Troop 5248
partnered with the VFW Bert Fuller Post
9578 to conduct a flag burning ceremony at
the Post to properly dispose of the
American flag. Photos below by Alpine
Sun staff writer Jessica Brodkin Webb.
Please see full story at:
Alpine Sun feature on Alpine Girl Scout
Troop 5248

success and another is planned for next
fall.
The giant retirement party for our Alpine
Fire Chief Bill Paskle was a great success
and we all wish him a great retirement.
Please be advised I am always
available 24/7 to handle any issues that
affect you or our great Post.
Carl
Quartermaster
Carl Silva

Auxiliary President's Message
Happy February to brothers, sisters and
comrades! We are moving right along into
the New Year’s 2nd month with lots going on
to include: Super Bowl on Sunday, Feb 2 (If
you enjoy football!); North County
Veterans’ Stand Down in Vista Feb 7 - 9;
Valentine’s Day on Friday, Feb 14;
President’s Day on Monday, Feb 17
(Holiday for Washington & Lincoln
remembrance); Annual Post Chili Cook-off
on Saturday, Feb 22 and the fun upcoming
dates of 02/02/2020 and 02/20/2020. And
for good measure – 02/22/2020. Oh, and of
course, with February 29th , Leap Year!
Thanks to Linda P., our Sr. VP for covering
the meeting while I was over at Palm
Springs. My trip with District included dinner
at Post 2266 in San Jacinto, the luau was
attended by over 150 people (all districts
throughout the State of California) and I
had the extreme honors of meeting our
National Auxiliary President, Peggy Haake
(hailing from Hawaii), as well as Gwen
Rankin (our Past National Aux President,
who is the current National Chief of Staff.
Our own Aux member, Pat Alston Aldrich,
attended with her husband Greg and both
had a great time too!
Thanks to Deborah Taylor for taking on
the task of chairing our annual Valentine’s
Day Bake Sale for Friday Feb. 14th ,
coinciding with dinner that night. Please
bring baked goods (cake, pie, pastries,
cookies, cupcakes) for the fund raiser.
We are saddened by the passing of our
benefactor, Tom Dyke last month. A
memorial service was held at the Post, with
flowers sent to the family on behalf of Post
9578. A plaque in his memory will be added
to our Post’s Wall of Honor.

If you plan to assist with North County
Stand Down, please make sure to contact
asap Cmdr. M att Foster of John
Simpson VFW Post 1513. He still needs
volunteers. If you don’t reach M att, then
Linda and I will request volunteers and
assistance for a potential event function on
Sat. Feb. 8 which will be discussed at our
next meeting.
Membership continues to move up, thank
you everyone! We are at 101.92% (Na
10th). Please keep our Aux members in
your prayers for continued healing and
speedy recovery. They need our support!
Sheila Jo
Auxiliary President
District 1 Auxiliary Chaplain 2019 - 2020
Sheila Jo Toor-Snyder
A great way for members of the Alpine
community to support their Bert Fuller
VFW Post 9578 is to join the post auxiliary.
Check the Auxiliary Facebook page for
details; click on this link:
VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary

Chaplain's Message
Regardless of one’s political interests,
beliefs or party, I feel it’s fitting that we
offer a prayer for the administration of
our great Country. The following is from
the Episcopal Church Book of Common
Prayer:
O Lord, our God, whose glory is in all
the world; we commend this nation to
thy merciful care, that being guided by
thy providence, we may dwell secure in
thy peace. Grant to the President of the
United States, and to all in authority,
wisdom and strength to know and to do
thy will. Fill them with your love and
truth and righteousness; and make
them ever mindful of their calling to
serve the people. AMEN.
Our beloved sister, Auxiliary Life
Member Janice Simmons, passed
away last month after a long illness. A
Celebration of Life for Janice will be
held at our Post at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
February 9th. Please contact our
Canteen Manager, Kimberley Rivera
for details about food, donations,
flowers, etc.

Auxiliary Chaplain's Message
February is American Heart M onth, first
celebrated in 1964. February has been
traditionally the month for lovers and all
things heart related.
February also reminds us to take care of
our hearts. A lot of us had our hearts
broken last month when we lost our Sister,
Auxiliary Life Member Janice Simmons.
May she rest peacefully and painlessly for
eternity!
Our hearts need to be looked after in many
ways: from being healthy to watching what
we say and do so that our hearts do not
have too much stress put on them
unnecessarily.
Proverbs 4:23-27:
Above all else, guard your heart, for

Almighty God, we thank thee for giving
us the many years and good
memories we have of Janice
Simmons. We are eternally grateful for
the joy and laughter she brought into
our lives and the love of family and
friends she carried in her heart. For
these are the memories we shall
cherish throughout the rest of our lives.
We ask thee to keep in the forefront of
our thoughts those moments we all
shared with Janice, as we recognize
that in this time of sorrow those
memories are what will give us the
strength to endure our loss. In thy
tender mercy may we the living find our
peace here on earth and in the
heavens. AMEN.
This closing benediction is from
Numbers 6: 24-26:
“The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face to shine upon
you, and be gracious to you; The Lord
lift up his countenance upon you, and
give you peace.” AMEN.
Theo
Post 9578 Chaplain
Theodore Bazdorf

everything you do flows from it.
Keep your mouth free of perversity; keep
corrupt talk far from your lips. Let your eyes
look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly
before you. Give careful thought to the
paths for your feet and be steadfast in
all your ways.
M atthew 5:3-12, The Beatitudes:
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will
be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit
the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will
see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
Happy Valentine’s Day to all our Members
and Guests! You are the reason our hearts
can stay healthy – with love, kindness,
gratitude, appreciation, grace, and
camaraderie.
Jan
Post 9578 Auxiliary Chaplain
Jan Bazdorf

February is American Heart Month!
President Lyndon Johnson designed
February as American Heart M onth on
December 30, 1963 writing “I urge the
people of the United States to give heed to
the nationwide problem of the heart and
blood-vessel diseases, and to support the
programs required to bring about its
solution.”
The month was first celebrated in February
1964.
According to the American Heart
Association, American Heart M onth “is
a great way to remind Americans to focus
on their hearts and encourage them to get
their families, friends and communities
involved. Together, we can build a culture
of health where making the healthy choice
is the easy choice.”

VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary
Represented at CA District Event

The American Heart Association also
encourages people to participate in
“National Wear Red Day For Women” on
the first Friday in February.

According to the AHA, it’s a “massive
national public awareness day…urging
women, people from all walks of life...to ‘go
red’ and ‘glow red’” in bringing attention to
heart disease. Source: NationalToday.com

L to R: Pat Alston Aldrich and Sheila Jo Snyder
(Alpine Post 9578 Auxiliary), Peggy Haake
(National Auxiliary President), Diana Kulhanek
(Lakeside Post 5867 Auxiliary)

L to R: Sheila Jo, Gwen Rankin (Current National
Chief of Staff) and Peggy (with the "Aloha" sign)

Sheila Jo receiving the 100% Membership and
Hummingbird pins for Alpine Post 9578 Auxiliary
reaching our membership goals before end of
2019! "We made it!"

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
Mission Statement:
·
To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts

Canteen Manager's Message
Here we are already in February! Our Big Game
celebration of the Super Bowl will begin at 3:30
p.m. with a potluck, so please bring your favorite
dish to share!

·
To serve our veterans, the military and our
communities
·
To advocate on behalf of all veterans

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Vision is to
ensure that:
·
Veterans are respected for their service
·
Always receive their earned entitlements
·
Are recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf of this
great country

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Core Values:
·
Always put the interests of our members first
·
Treat donors as partners in our cause
·
Promote patriotism
·
Honor military service
·
Ensure the care of veterans and their
families
·
Serve our communities
·
Promote a positive image of the VFW
·
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions
Post Officers & Trustees
Jack Gauthier, Commander
John Sullivan, Senior Vice
Robert M inton, Junior Vice
Carl Silva, Quartermaster
Theo Bazdorf, Chaplin
Sean Lynch, Adjutant
Jim Bilka, Judge Advocate
John Rizzo, Service Officer
Dave Snyder, Surgeon
Dave Snyder, 1st Year Trustee
James Abercrombie, 2nd Year Trustee
Danny Focht, 3rd Year Trustee
Auxiliary Officers
Sheila Snyder, President
Linda Pipkin, Senior Vice
Jodi M cBride, Junior Vice
Bob Bealo, Treasurer
Anna Churgai, Secretary
Jan Bazdorf, Chaplain
Sven Ricketts, Guard
Vikki Hemmen, Conductress
Joel M urillo, 1st Year Trustee
M argaret Horde, 2nd Year Trustee
John Kehrli, 3rd Year Trustee
House Committee
Kerry Parsons, Chairperson
John Sullivan, Member
Bob Bradley, Member
Dan Palen, Member
Fred Rivera, Member
Canteen / Entertainment

The Post Auxiliary will be having a bake sale on
Valentine's Day, February 14th.
Our big chili cook off will be held Saturday,
February 22 from Noon to 3 p.m. There is a $5
entry fee and trophies will be awarded to first,
second and third place.
Remember that we do a raffle basket once a
month, so I am looking for donations - if you
have anything to donate, please bring it to the
Post. Thank you for helping our Post!
For our members and their guests: please
remember than no outside food is allowed to be
brought in during Post regular meal service. If
you have any questions regarding this, please
call the Post at (619) 445-6040.
For Post Raffle and 50/50 tickets: please put
your name and contact number on all Post
Raffle and 50/50 tickets that you purchase since
you do not have to be "present" to win!
Kimberley
Canteen / Entertainment Manager
Kimberley Rivera
Important Notice for all Post M embers,
Auxiliary and Visitors:
VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 is a Drug-Free Zone.
If drugs are used on our Post's property, it will
put our ABC liquor license in jeopardy, as well
as our Post charter with the National VFW.
Please report any violations of drug use on Post
property immediately to a post officer. Law
enforcement will be contacted and the offender
will be subject to criminal and legal
consequences. Offenders will lose their post
privileges and not allowed on Post property in
the future.
Post Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday: 11 a.m. to Closing
Saturday & Sunday: 9 a.m. to Closing
M embers M eetings - 2nd Saturday/M onth
10 a.m. House Committee
11 a.m. General Meeting
Auxiliary M eetings - 1st Saturday/M onth
10 a.m. Auxiliary
Contacting the Post

Kimberley Rivera, Manager

Phone: (619) 445-6040
Fax: (619) 445-8740
eMail: csilvasr@aol.com

Volunteer Bartenders
Newsletter Submissions
Yvonne Brierley
Dani Canton
Sandy Curry
Julie Kalogiannis
Christi Kurtz
Jessica M cKrittick
Justin Rodriguez
Sarah Sullivan

Items for consideration may be emailed to
csilvasr@aol.com or mailed to the post at:
844 Tavern Road, Alpine, CA 91901
Attention: Carl Silva. Newsletter submission
deadline is the 20th of the prior month

Our VFW Newsletter Supporters
Please contact our VFW newsletter supporters
when you need expert, professional assistance
for your personal, home or business needs.
They stand ready to serve you!

Our Newsletter Supporters
Alpine Artistic Florist (619) 445-7974
Jamie Lewis
www.alpineartisticflorist.net
Alpine Dentistry (619) 445-8896
Jonar R. Bonifacio DDS Dr. "B"
Alpine Dentistry
Alpine Computer & Tutor (619) 277-7858
Duncan Marks
Bisher's Quality M eats (760) 789-1488
Dan Bisher
https://weareramona.com/listing/bishersquality-meats-ramona/
California Signs & M arketing (619) 258-2001
California Signs & M arketing
Copy Corral (619) 562-3660
Julie Walker
www.lakesidecopy.com
East County Karate (619) 627-4850
Nathan Morton
http://ecmartialart.com
Kamps Propane (619) 390-6304
Richard Edwords
www.kampspropane.com
Keller Williams (619) 301-2301
Doris Fifer
On Line Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Roger Garay & Christy Kohl (619) 445-5523
www.olbts.com
Primary Residential M ortgage (619) 7221303
Chris Wiley

www.alpineprmi.com
RJR Builders (619) 861-2938
Vince Roussel
Three T RV (619) 444-0047
Tim Tracey
www.3trv.com

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
(619) 445-6040
www.vfw9578.com









