1 of 11

news & updates
September 2019 Alpine, CA

Upcoming Post Events
See what's happening this month on our
Facebook page! Please click this link:

Quartermaster's Report

Commander's Message
Our Post had some special guests that
joined in the Ice Cream Social benefit in
August. We appreciate VFW District Officers
Miles Fry and Paula Jansen and State
Senator Joel Anderson attending this
wonderful event and showing support from
the District.
We have partnered with a group of parents
that are helping Joan McQueen Middle
School 8th graders earn the money for a
trip to Washington DC next year. They are
hosting an event at the Post on September
19 starting at 6pm. There will be $12 BBQ
dinners and other activities - so mark your
calendars and come out to help the kids.
The trip costs around $3,000 per child, so
the 8th graders can certainly use our
support to visit and learn about our great

It is hard to believe we are fast approaching
Labor day and the 2019 year is now twothirds over. The new parking area
construction is now underway. Plans are
now in the works for our Annual Deep Pit
BBQ to be held on the 12th of October.
Tickets will go on sale the first of September
and will go fast. Be sure to get yours early!
The color guard has accepted an invitation
to visit Joan McQueen Middle School on
9/11 to honor our fallen heroes as well as
those now serving our nation. The
Alpine Education Foundation will hold its
annual meeting for the first time at the VFW
on September 25th on the outside deck. We
continue to have a close working
relationship with the various organizations
here in Alpine and look forward to hosting
more community groups who want to take
advantage of our Post's hospitality and its
beautiful views. It was my personal
honor, along with Post Chaplain Theo
Bazdorf, to conduct a military service at an
Alpine church for an Army First Sargent with
whom I served overseas many years ago.
We are working closely as a team here at
the Post to make needed improvements in
all areas of our operation and hope you will
come visit your post every week.
The Post Quartermaster was asked by VFW
District to serve as the Post Inspector for
the seven VFW Posts here in East San
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nation's capital.
Please plan on attending our POW/MIA
ceremony at 5 p.m. on Friday night
September 20th.
Jack
Post Commander
Jack Gauthier
National POW/MIA Recognition Day
Friday, September 20th
In the United States, National POW/MIA
Recognition Day is observed on the third
Friday in September. It honors those who
were prisoners of war (POWs) and those
who are still missing in action (MIA).
Come to your Post at 5 p.m. Friday night
September 20th to join us in honoring our
POWs/MIA. Your post will have a brief
ceremony on the patio deck at 5 p.m. to
acknowledge all POWs and MIAs to ensure
them that “You are not forgotten!”

We recently received notice that Post Life
Members James D. Acheson and John W.
Julian have passed away and that their
memorial services have already been
held. May they both rest in peace.
Theo
Post 9578 Chaplain
Theodore Bazdorf
Vets Don't Forget Vets
On Friday, August 30 we will be joined by
William Shuttleworth, a 71-year-old U.S.
Air Force Veteran. He is on a seven-month
walk across America from Massachusetts to
California by himself. He will join us for our
Fish Dinner and we will be providing him a
room at a local hotel. Please come out and

Diego County. I accepted the job as Post
Inspector position and want to assure the
membership that I will not neglect my duties
as your Quartermaster. My inspection time
is donated on behalf of our Post.
The bartender lunches are going well and
East County Living Center staff are doing a
great job preparing/serving Friday and
Saturday evening meals.
We also owe thanks to Bob Bradley for
help us with Saturday Burger presentation.
Thank you all for your comments and well
wishes with all we are trying to do to make
this the best VFW in California, if not the
nation. I am always available to you for any
issues concerning our great Post.
Best wishes,
Carl
Quartermaster
Carl Silva

Auxiliary President's Message
Happy September to sisters, brothers and
comrades:
I want to personally thank all the Aux
members who stepped up ad helped with
the ice cream, sodas, and condiments
needed on this fund raiser: Linda, Jodi,
Bob, Janice, Bonnie, Marian, Maggie,
Donna, Gloria R., Jan Morse, Anna, and
everyone else who pitched in. We also had
some of the outside Aux members join in on
the activities and many brought goodies to
help out.
Many of our Aux members made a quick
appearance to see how everything was
going, and were very happy with the results!
Also, huge thanks go to our co-host, Maria
Jimenez, Auxiliary President for John Finn
Post 2080/Campo. She donated a lot of our
requested products for this event and she
stated that she was so happy to have been
part of this joint venture.
Please thank my Color Bearer #2 buddy,
John Gingrich, from Post 1512 for his
generous $30 donation to the Inner North
Star Rehab. We had a mini District meeting
on August 11th and John was kind enough
to give me the money in lieu of not being
able to make the social. Just an impromptu
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meet this vet on his amazing journey!

gesture from the kindness of his heart and a
reflection of our great District relationship.
We had plenty of goodies leftover, so we
gave them to the cooks to use for their
optional dessert items. Any donations
received will be handled separately.
Our District Commander, Myles Fry/ Post
2080 and his wife, Ashlie; District Sr. Vice
Commander, Paula Jansen/ Post 5867 and
District Auxiliary President, Grace Leyva/
Post 7420 attended to enjoy the cool treats!
Lots of other Aux members and their
spouses from Lakeside and Santee
attended. We sincerely appreciate your
support! Our special guest was Sen. Joel
Anderson, local here to Alpine. Great job
everyone! That ice cream definitely hit the
spot!

Newburyport Daily News via AP

In this May 1, 2019 photo, William Shuttleworth,
71, a local veteran who is soon going to walk
across the country, poses in Newburyport, Mass.
Along the way he is going to talk with veterans and
hopefully raise awareness about veterans issues.

VFW Joint Ice Cream Social Benefit:
A Very Cool Time Was Had By All!

Rummage Sale has been approved for Sat.
Oct. 19, to be handled by Jodi McBride,
our lovely Junior VP. We decided there will
be no donations of clothing nor large pieces
of furniture due to unforeseen issues with
those items last year. Jodi will have a signup sheet for those who wish to volunteer
time, assistance, etc. to prep the items
when we have the date scheduled for
delivery of donated items to the Post.
Please keep our Aux sister, Marie, in your
thoughts for upcoming medical procedures
and speedy recovery.
And a super "mazel tov" to Post Chaplain
Theo and Aux Chaplain Jan for their
upcoming wedding. Blessings to both of you
for a happy journey through life!
Lest we forget, please keep all of our
military folks uppermost in prayers and for
safekeeping throughout the world during
these turbulent times.
Sheila Jo
Auxiliary President
District 1 Auxiliary Chaplain 2019-20
Sheila Jo Toor-Snyder

A great way for members of the Alpine
community to support their Bert Fuller VFW
Post 9578 is to join the post auxiliary.
Check the Auxiliary Facebook page for
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details; click on this link:
VFW Post 9578 Auxiliary

Chaplain's Message

Auxiliary Chaplain's Message

Since 2002, our Nation has observed Patriot Day
on September 11th to solemnly commemorate
the terrorist attacks against us in New York,
Pennsylvania and Washington, DC in 2001. Last
year, your Post’s Color Guard made a very wellreceived presentation to the students at Alpine
Elementary School. This year, we are proud to
make a similar presentation to the students of
Joan McQueen Middle School on Tavern Road in
Alpine on Wednesday, September 11th.

Love, grace, acceptance, gratitude, and
thankfulness all are powerful tools for change!

Dear Lord,
as we remember the tragic events of September
11th, 2001, let us turn our hearts and minds
towards the good found only in you; be close to
those who mourn the loss of a loved one;
Embrace this grieving nation, and let time never
lessen the impact of this day; may we never
forget;
Protect those who go in harm’s way to save
others, and those who suffer and die to
safeguard our nation; Give wisdom to our
leaders, that they may make choices that prevent
another day such as this;
Convert the hearts of those who seek our
destruction, and banish from the world the
darkness that allows such intolerance to grow; let
your love rain down upon us, and let your peace
flourish on the earth. AMEN.
Also in on Friday September 20th, National
POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed. Your
post will have a brief ceremony on the patio deck
at 5 p.m. to acknowledge all POWs and MIAs to

God, Jesus, Buddha, other great teachers and
theologians tell us that the antidote for
humanity's issues is more love, compassion and
understanding. Actions are more important
than beliefs and beliefs must be made into
actions. Replace negative thoughts with positive
thoughts. It all begins with just one positive
thought. Try it! Stop and think one positive
thought right now. Really feel it. Now, didn’t that
put a smile on your face?
"In a gentle way you can shake the world... Be
the change that you wish to see"
Mahatma Gandhi
“No one comes into your life by accident. The
more you send forth the energy of friendliness,
the more it continues to charge the atmosphere
around you and anyone with whom you come
into contact.”
James Van Praagh
On a personal note: Theo and I will be getting
married in a private family ceremony on
September 25th. We are having an open
house/reception from 2 - 5 p.m. on Sunday,
September 29th at the VFW for our friends to
help us celebrate. Light snacks and cake will be
served. Fred Johnson will be playing music and
karaoke. No gifts please, but a card would be
appreciated. Please RSVP
to: Janet_Morse@hotmail.com or to Theo.
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ensure them “You are not forgotten”!
We recently received notice that Post Life
Members James D. Acheson and John W.
Julian have passed away. Their memorial
services have already been held. May they both
rest in peace.
Theo
Post 9578 Chaplain
Theodore Bazdorf

VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
Mission Statement:
·
To foster camaraderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts
·
To serve our veterans, the military and our
communities
·
To advocate on behalf of all veterans
VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Vision is to ensure
that:
·
Veterans are respected for their service
·
Always receive their earned entitlements
·
Are recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf of this
great country
VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578 Core Values:
·
Always put the interests of our members first
·
Treat donors as partners in our cause
·
Promote patriotism
·
Honor military service
·
Ensure the care of veterans and their
families
·
Serve our communities
·
Promote a positive image of the VFW
·
Respect the diversity of veteran opinions

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your
Auxiliary Chaplain. I am honored.
Jan
Auxiliary Chaplain
Jan Morse

Canteen Manager's Message
Our Post's Deep Pit BBQ will be held Saturday,
October 12th. We are in the planning stages now
and are in need of donations of items for the
event's Raffle and Auction. We will once again
have one of our most popular items up for
Auction: our Booze Wagon! Support your Post by
volunteering to help for this our most important
Annual event. If you are unable to volunteer or
donate items at this time, then you can support
by attending and bringing family and friends with
you.
The Post is sponsoring an Alcohol Lead training
class from 6 - 9 p.m. on Wednesday, September
4th. If you will be attending this important
training, you must first register on-line at the
Alcohol Beverage and Control site. The
information presented is very valuable, even if
you are not directly involved with sales of
alcoholic beverages.
Important note regarding Post Raffle and 50/50
tickets: please put your name and contact
number on all Post Raffle and 50/50 tickets that
you purchase since you do not have to be
"present" to win!
Need a little more direction in your life? Come to
the Post at 3 p.m. Sunday, September 1st and/or
the 15th and learn how to Line Dance. Direction
will be provided by Cinda. See flyer in this
newsletter.
Kimberley
Canteen / Entertainment Manager
Kimberley

Post Officers & Trustees

Post Hours of Operation

Jack Gauthier, Commander
John Sullivan, Senior Vice
Robert Minton, Junior Vice
Carl Silva, Quartermaster
Theo Bazdorf, Chaplin

Monday - Friday: 11 a.m. to Closing
Saturday & Sunday: 9 a.m. to Closing
Members Meetings - 2nd Saturday/Month
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Charlie Long, Adjutant
Jim Bilka, Judge Advocate
John Rizzo, Service Officer
Dave Snyder, Surgeon
Dave Snyder, 1st Year Trustee
James Abercrombie, 2nd Year Trustee
Danny Focht, 3rd Year Trustee

10 a.m. House Committee
11 a.m. General Meeting
Auxiliary Meetings - 1st Saturday/Month
10 a.m. Auxiliary

2018 - 2019 Auxiliary Officers
Contacting the Post
Sheila Snyder, President
Linda Pipkin, Senior Vice
Jodi McBride, Junior Vice
Bob Bealo, Treasurer
Karen Kirkpatrick, Secretary
Jan Morse, Chaplain
Sven Ricketts, Guard
Vikki Hemmen, Conductress
Joel Murillo, 1st Year Trustee
Anna Churgai, 2nd Year Trustee
John Kehrli, 3rd Year Trustee

Phone: (619) 445-6040
Fax: (619) 445-8740
eMail: csilvasr@aol.com
Newsletter Submissions
Items for consideration may be emailed to
csilvasr@aol.com or mailed to the post at 844
Tavern Road, Alpine, CA 91901 Attention: Carl
Silva. Deadline: 20th of the month

House Committee

Our VFW Newsletter Supporters

Kerry Parsons, Chairperson
John Sullivan, Member
Bob Bradley, Member
Dan Palen, Member
Fred Rivera, Member

Please contact our VFW newsletter supporters
when you need expert, professional assistance
for your personal, home or business needs. They
stand ready to serve you!

Canteen / Entertainment
Kimberley Rivera, Manager
Volunteer Bartenders
Yvonne Brierley
Dani Canton
Sandy Curry
Julie Kalogiannis
Christi Kurtz
Judi Mancini
Jessica McKrittick

Our Newsletter Supporters
Alpine Artistic Florist (619) 445-7974
Jamie Lewis
www.alpineartisticflorist.net
Alpine Computer & Tutor (619) 277-7858
Duncan Marks
Bisher's Quality Meats (760) 789-1488
Dan Bisher
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https://weareramona.com/listing/bishersquality-meats-ramona/
Copy Corral (619) 562-3660
Julie Walker
www.lakesidecopy.com
East County Karate (619) 561-6621
Chris Pipkin
http://ecmartialart.com
Kamps Propane (619) 390-6304
Richard Edwords
www.kampspropane.com
Keller Williams (619) 301-2301
Doris Fifer
On Line Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Roger Garay & Christy Kohl (619) 445-5523
www.olbts.com
Primary Residential Mortgage (619) 722-1303
Chris Wiley
www.alpineprmi.com
RJR Builders (619) 861-2938
Vince Roussel
Three T RV (619) 444-0047
Tim Tracey
www.3trv.com
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VFW Bert Fuller Post 9578
(619) 445-6040
www.vfw9578.com
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